CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM

and inevitable consequence of the study of
Greek dialectic and philosophy. It is not
necessary to sketch the growth of scholasti-
cism, with its barrenness of results in spite
of its keen intellectual power, upon ground
already fertilised by ecclesiastical pioneers.
It will suffice to state the fact that these
developments of the Greek spirit were pre-
dominant here as in the West: in either
case important philosophies rise upon this
basis, for the most part professedly ecclesi-
astical, even when they occasionally struck
at the roots of the religious system to which
they belonged. In this department, Islam
repaid part of its debt to Christianity, for
the Arabs became the intellectual leaders of
the middle ages.

Thus we come to the concluding section
of this treatise; before we enter upon it,
two preliminary questions remain for con-
sideration, If Islam was ready to learn
from Christianity in every department of
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